
Astronomy Open Night, Friday, January 27, 2017 
ESS 001; 7:30 P.M. 

For more information:  http://www.astro.sunysb.edu/openight/opennite.html  

Marilena LoVerde 

“A History of Structure in the Universe” 
From tiny fluctuations in the cosmic microwave background to the filamentary distribution of 
galaxies seen today, maps of the cosmos reveal a dynamic universe that is rich with structure. Dr. 
LoVerde will discuss the evolutionary history of the universe and the astrophysical data sets we 
use to learn about it.  
 
Although the evolution of the universe from seconds after the big bang until today is well-
understood, puzzles remain. For instance, what generated the structure we see in the universe? 
To answer this question, we must consider what happened before the hot, dense "big bang" 
phase. Remarkably, signatures from this era may persist in the universe today. Dr. LoVerde will 
discuss what we hope to learn from near-term astrophysical observations.  
 
Dr. Marilena LoVerde joined Stony Brook University as an Assistant Professor in the C. N. 
Yang Institute for Theoretical Physics and the Department of Physics and Astronomy in 2015. 
Prior to coming to Stony Brook she was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Chicago and at 
the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. She has a B.A. in Physics and Mathematics from 
the University of California, Berkeley and received a Ph.D. in Physics from Columbia 
University. 

Directions to SUNY Stony Brook and ESS Building 

⇨ From exit 62 of the Long Island Expressway (LIE, I-495) follow Nicolls Road (Route 97) 

north for nine miles. Pass the South and Main entrances to the University. 

⇨ Enter the North entrance which will be on your left.  

⇨ At the top of the small hill, turn right on Circle Road.  

⇨ Proceed about 1 mile.  

⇨ Turn left onto Campus Drive and then immediately turn left again onto John S. Toll Drive.  

⇨ Proceed about 50 yards then turn right into the large paved parking lot.  

⇨ The Earth and Space Sciences building is the large concrete building at the northeast end 

of the parking lot.   

Map of campus is on the web at: http://www.stonybrook.edu/sb/map/  

TEACHER IN SERVICE CREDITS 
If your school requires you to have a sequence of educational opportunities in order to receive 

in-service credit, please advise them that during the Spring 2017 semester we will provide 

attendance certification for each of the lectures attended. 

Please contact the respective department for more information. 
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